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GREAT WHITE SHARKS 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Tonight I wish to talk about great white sharks. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I would really like to have no interjections, because this is serious. In 1976 my father 
decided—I do not know why—to take me to see the movie Jaws. I was absolutely petrified after seeing that 
movie. I was so scared that I did not have a bath for two weeks—seriously! I lived with that for 10 years. 

When my wife and I decided to buy a house in Rockingham and we lived close to the water, she decided to get 
me out of the house by getting me to take up scuba diving, so I did. I have done probably over 500 dives not only 
off the coast of Western Australia, but also all over the world. Having that fear of the great white shark, the best 
thing to do was to face my fear. So I went to South Africa and swam, obviously in a cage, with a great white. I 
then went to South Australia and did some extensive filming of the great white in Port Lincoln. I have some of 
that footage here. If that does not sort out a person’s fear of the great white, I do not know what will. I learnt and 
have a great deal of respect for sharks, particularly the great white shark. I understand that it is not our world 
underneath the water. That is my opinion. We may be able to control things on the land with traffic lights, police, 
government and so forth, but we will never, ever control what happens beneath the water. When people go out 
on the water, or underneath it, they take a risk. They are visitors. 

I have a different view. I have been following the media very closely. People who ride a pushbike or a motorbike 
wear a helmet. People who drive a car, wear a seatbelt. In actual fact, it was not so long ago that we had the 
“Slip! Slop! Slap!” campaign because of skin cancer. All these things reduce the risk of what could be fatal.  I 
would like to share that there are shark deterrents on the market. I have not done any diving in the past two or 
three years, but I will shortly, and when I do, I will buy a shark deterrent. Most of the people who have been 
attacked in Western Australia over the past 13 years have been either surfers or divers. Shark deterrents are 
available on the market. People can get one for the back of their ankle, for their surfboard or even for the back of 
a scuba tank. Some people ask whether it is proven to work. I remember going to the Parliamentary Liberal Party 
conference a few years ago in York. I was driving home from York at 12.30 pm on 30 October 2010. One of the 
young ladies, Elyse Frankcom, who was working on a swim-with-the-dolphins tour, actually got attacked and 
bitten near Garden Island in Rockingham. She had one of these products—I think it was called Shark Shield—
which was off but when she turned it on, the shark left her alone and she survived. 

Just recently a man called Mr Hosie was diving on the HMAS Swan wreck just off the coast of Dunsborough. I 
quote from an interview with him on ABC radio — 

… Mr Hosie … he swam down away from the wreck and down to the ocean floor, the same level as the 
shark. 

“It actually did take an interest in me because something had moved into its space and it swam straight 
towards me from about 20–30 metres away. 

“At about 10 metres away when it was still heading straight towards me … I established eye contact, 
that’s when I thought, ‘maybe this wasn’t such good idea’. 

“But I had faith in my shark shield otherwise I wouldn’t have been wearing it and about 5 or 7 metres 
away, it turned away from me.” 

The shark shield saved his life. 

The media and the general public talk about culling, and I am glad that our state government is doing patrols 
with helicopters and looking at shark nets. They are all fantastic things, but I tell members right now that if they 
think I am going to wait around for any state government to do something before I jump into the water, they 
have to be kidding me. I will definitely be wearing one of these things so that there is less risk. People have to 
take some responsibility for themselves too. When they go into the water, they know that there are sharks there. 
Think about it. These devices apparently do work. 

I have to say that I am also very disappointed in the state media. I sent out a media release on this issue. Not one 
of them printed it and not one of them wanted to talk about it; they just wanted to continue talking about culling. 
All I want to do is save some lives so that somebody else does not get eaten alive; okay? I just want to send a 
message like that. It is not about politics; it is about trying to save a life and maybe we do not have to hear about 
another tragedy such as happened on the weekend. 

Mr President, I hope that some people will take note of what I have said tonight, and maybe if somebody has 
listened to what I have had to say, it may give them the determination to choose life over death. 
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